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Getting into university is tough for Hong Kong students.
Exams, grades and schoolwork all add to the pressure of
university admissions. But Chan Pak­hei got his university
acceptance not by scoring high marks on tests, but by scoring
on the football pitch.

Pak­hei, 19, a student at Yan Oi Tong Tin Ka Ping Secondary
School, has received a full athletic scholarship to Campbellsville
University in the US.

“Getting a full sports scholarship to a US university is extremely
rewarding,” Pak­hei says. “I’ve read that only 5 per cent of all
US high school athletes can compete at the university level and
less than 1 per cent receive a scholarship.”

Pak­hei is used to high levels of competition when it comes to
football. He has been playing for 15 years, and has spent the
past few years on the Hong Kong national team. “I was able to
train with the best players in Hong Kong on a daily basis,” he
says. “Through this training, I was able to become one of the
top players in my age group. I received many hours of training
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Chan Pak-hei is grateful for the opportunity to prove himself overseas.

275Like

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B5uzB5cQiV8DKJcOx8gX3lKgQ3_7j0wcAAAAQASAAOABYp6OQmpwDYNkCggEXY2EtcHViLTg4Mzk3MzgyNjc1OTYwNTmyAQt5cC5zY21wLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBc2h0dHA6Ly95cC5zY21wLmNvbS9uZXdzL3Nwb3J0cy9hcnRpY2xlLzEwMjk3OS9mb290YmFsbC1wbGF5ZXItY2hhbi1wYWstaGVpLXRhcmdldC1oZS1nZXRzLXVzLXVuaXZlcnNpdHktc2Nob2xhcnNoaXCpAouLU5cOTYE-wAIC4AIA6gIYLzgxMzQveW91bmdwb3N0L0hvbWVwYWdl-AL50R6AAwGQA7AJmAOwCagDAcgDmQTgBAHSBQUQ97_XSZAGAaAGFNgHAeAHCw&num=0&cid=CAASEuRoNq9xdV73RzEOh3QP2MSU0Q&sig=AOD64_2sdFShTjpkylFOTA8qNL49toy4oQ&client=ca-pub-8839738267596059&adurl=http://www.citychallenge.hkstp.org/en/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BDwcK5cQiV8HKJcOx8gX3lKgQ35Sq-AQAAAAQASAAOABYl6nFheEBYNkCggEXY2EtcHViLTg4Mzk3MzgyNjc1OTYwNTmyAQt5cC5zY21wLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBAtoBc2h0dHA6Ly95cC5zY21wLmNvbS9uZXdzL3Nwb3J0cy9hcnRpY2xlLzEwMjk3OS9mb290YmFsbC1wbGF5ZXItY2hhbi1wYWstaGVpLXRhcmdldC1oZS1nZXRzLXVzLXVuaXZlcnNpdHktc2Nob2xhcnNoaXCpAouLU5cOTYE-wAIC4AIA6gIYLzgxMzQveW91bmdwb3N0L0hvbWVwYWdl-AL50R6QA7AJmAOwCagDAcgDmQTQBJBO4AQB0gUFEPeAjxOQBgGgBhTYBwHgBws&num=0&cid=CAASEuRoglywRvnqF7mBtvxz-vkr9w&sig=AOD64_1ydpfdBFkny_fEI-adPRD_Z_AwDw&client=ca-pub-8839738267596059&adurl=http://instagram.com/youngposthk
http://yp.scmp.com/popup/nojs/register%3Fdestination%3Dnode/102979
http://yp.scmp.com/popup/nojs/login%3Fdestination%3Dnode/102979
http://yp.scmp.com/photos
http://yp.scmp.com/videos
http://yp.scmp.com/blogs
http://quizbank.cloudmacau.com/
http://yp.scmp.com/front
http://yp.scmp.com/category/news
http://yp.scmp.com/category/over-to-you
http://yp.scmp.com/junior-reporters
http://yp.scmp.com/category/education
http://yp.scmp.com/category/entertainment
http://yp.scmp.com/category/go-to-gurus
http://yp.scmp.com/events
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B_FEu5cQiV8LKJcOx8gX3lKgQh_W29gcAAAAQASAAOABYr7X7r8IDYNkCggEXY2EtcHViLTg4Mzk3MzgyNjc1OTYwNTmyAQt5cC5zY21wLmNvbboBCWdmcF9pbWFnZcgBA9oBc2h0dHA6Ly95cC5zY21wLmNvbS9uZXdzL3Nwb3J0cy9hcnRpY2xlLzEwMjk3OS9mb290YmFsbC1wbGF5ZXItY2hhbi1wYWstaGVpLXRhcmdldC1oZS1nZXRzLXVzLXVuaXZlcnNpdHktc2Nob2xhcnNoaXCpAouLU5cOTYE-wAIC4AIA6gIYLzgxMzQveW91bmdwb3N0L0hvbWVwYWdl-AL50R6QA7AJmAOwCagDAcgDmQTQBJBO4AQB0gUFEN-34GOQBgGgBhTYBwHgBws&num=0&cid=CAASEuRoTXmv50LUzE8CtyKsyuwP8g&sig=AOD64_1ChTRnFbC0uvHzB6g4l8AWkwZc0A&client=ca-pub-8839738267596059&adurl=http://yp.scmp.com/holiday
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://yp.scmp.com/news/sports/article/102979/football-player-chan-pak-hei-target-he-gets-us-university-scholarship&text=Football%20player%20Chan%20Pak-hei%20on%20target%20as%20he%20gets%20US%20university%20scholarship
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http://yp.scmp.com/news/sports/article/102979/football-player-chan-pak-hei-target-he-gets-us-university-scholarship&text=Football%20player%20Chan%20Pak-hei%20on%20target%20as%20he%20gets%20US%20university%20scholarship
http://yp.scmp.com/forward?path=news/sports/article/102979/football-player-chan-pak-hei-target-he-gets-us-university-scholarship
http://yp.scmp.com/writer/168987
http://yp.scmp.com/news/sports/article/103331/former-french-international-school-student-remi-dujardin-now-wows-crowd
http://yp.scmp.com/news/sports/article/103303/look-out-south-island-school%E2%80%99s-paul-altier-future-hong-kong-rugby-sevens
http://yp.scmp.com/
http://yp.scmp.com/category/news
http://yp.scmp.com/category/news/sports
http://yp.scmp.com/category/junior-reporters/top-10
http://yp.scmp.com/junior-reporters/top-10/article/91537/top-10-best-things-about-occupy-central-movement
http://yp.scmp.com/category/news/sports
http://yp.scmp.com/news/sports/article/103331/former-french-international-school-student-remi-dujardin-now-wows-crowd
http://yp.scmp.com/category/news/sports
http://yp.scmp.com/news/sports/article/103021/ych-tung-chi-ying-memorial-secondary-school-beat-jockey-club-ti-i-college
http://yp.scmp.com/category/news/hong-kong
http://yp.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/101945/hkfa-says-fifa-booing-penalty-reasonable
http://yp.scmp.com/category/news/sports
http://yp.scmp.com/news/sports/article/101215/hong-kong-international-school-crowned-champions-after-tense-shootout
http://yp.scmp.com/category/news/sports


2016/4/29 Football player Chan Pak­hei on target as he gets US university scholarship | Young Post | South China Morning Post

http://yp.scmp.com/news/sports/article/102979/football­player­chan­pak­hei­target­he­gets­us­university­scholarship 2/3

 

     

     

     

TOP JUNIOR REPORTERS

HIGHLIGHT ON SCMP.COM

Japan’s foreign minister makes three­day trip
to China amid tensions over maritime
territorial disputes

Captain and two crew arrested for scuffle
over can of coffee as tensions rise on ship
detained in Hong Kong waters

Sea lion that made strange, 50­mile trek to
ranch found dead

Altier at a future
Hong Kong Rugby
Sevens

April 24, 2016

Jack Wong has a
smashing future in
tennis ahead

April 17, 2016

St Catherine's star
volleyball player
Rachel Tam scores
full US university
scholarship

April 10, 2016

Timothy Lam is a
master of the high
jump

April 07, 2016

Move over, Mad Men
- these HK students
are masters of
marketing for an
Uber campaign

April 05, 2016

All that Boston -
hometown of Captain
America actor Chris
Evans - can boast

April 04, 2016

Introducing Venia
Yeung: Hong Kong's
very own future
Serena Williams

April 03, 2016

GSIS student joins
Run for Refugees to
raise funds for
displaced Syrians -
and their teeth

March 31, 2016

Dr Clare Burrage
takes science to the
dark side

March 29, 2016

SHARE TWEET EMAIL

to develop my football skills and speed.”

But Pak­hei worries that even with all his experience, playing in
the US may still prove challenging. “I’ve heard that football in
the US is extremely physical and fast,” he says. “I will need to
improve my fitness and athleticism.”

Despite the challenges
ahead, Pak­hei still feels
lucky to have been
accepted to university
based on something he
loves. “Since I know that
you rarely get such a
scholarship, I will need to
work extremely hard to
impress my university
coaches,” he says. “I am
motivated to make a
name for myself in the
US.”

Pak­hei believes there are
opportunities for local
students to look beyond
the narrow limits of
academics. “Especially in
Hong Kong, people do
not believe that football

players can also be good students,” he says. “I want to inspire
others to believe that you can play sports and study at the
highest level if you put your mind and heart into it. I also
believe that you need to be optimistic because there will always
be people doubting you.”

Bench Notes
What song/movie title best describes you when you’re
playing your sport?

Good Time  by Owl City & Carly Rae Jepsen

“It’s always a good time.”

If you could have any superpower for 24 hours, what
would you choose and how would you use it?

Time travel. There are many moments and people that I miss.

If you could have an unlimited supply of anything,
what would it be and why?

Food. I love eating and I would like to try different types of food
from around the world.

Ten years into the future, you are a famous athlete.
What company would you sign on as spokesperson
for, and what product would you promote?

Adidas. I would like to promote football boots and the other
sports products made by the German company.

This article appeared in the Young Post print edition as
"Pak­hei keeps the ball rolling"
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