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Steadfast at 30

Mr. Chui Hing Wa
Vice Principal

Yan Oi Tong Tin Ka Ping Secondary School has gone through various stages of curriculum development since
its establishment 30 years ago. Our teachers have formulated various directions and strategies of curriculum
development based on the qualities of students and in response to the needs of society. These developments are
the result of continuous explorations and trials that take current circumstances into account. Details are listed in
the table below:

Stage of development Background Directions and strategies of
curriculum development

o

1987-1997 Establishment (87-92): The focus was on the detllelopment
. . Students had varying degrees of of scWL—basgfi curriculum and
EStabllShment learning Capability with weak e CU 'Culum integration to cater
and parerttul support.  Teachers . tof'the needs of students. The

 became a_reliable source of
support for___ stu;il__e_n,g H‘i-r.-— !
~ teaching tew_;"p_-_ 1 - and -

b ]ect of Civic Education was
a ted in the first year of school
peratwn. Civic  Education
was  subsequently. integrated
 with ' 1
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Stage of development Background Directions and strategies of curriculum development

1997 - 2007 The Education Bureau implemented The language policy of the Education Bureau
a mandatory territory-wide language provided an opportunity for the school to reinforce
policy. All secondary schools in Hong its emphasis on biliteracy and trilingualism.

. . Kong were categorized as either EMI In the junior secondary curriculum, teaching

Diversified . . : . . :

(English as medium of instruction) was conducted in students’ mother tongue to

Development or CMI (Chinese as medium of build a solid foundation for learning. This

was accompanied by an increase in resources
to enhance English teaching. Furthermore, an
English bridging curriculum was implemented in
the subjects of Science, Mathematics and General
Studies to enhance students’ ability to learn in
other subjects using English as a medium. These
measures served the purpose of using English as
the medium of instruction in the senior secondary
curriculum and to build a solid foundation for the
school to become an EMI school in thg_fut e.

instruction) schools.
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Stage of development

2007 - 2017

Building a School Culture
of Excellence

Background

The Education Bureau’s Fine-tuning of
Medium of Instruction for Secondary
Schools policy was implemented since
the 2010/11 school year.

The peak of education reform:

The new senior secondary curriculum
was established. The new curriculum
consisted of 3 years of junior secondary
education, 3 years of senior secondary
education and 4 years of university
education.

The HKCEE and HKAL examinations
were combined into the HKDSE

examination.

Directions and strategies of curriculum
development

The school fulfilled the Education Bureau’s
requirements on students’ learning ability,
teachers’ readiness to teach in English, and
associated support measures. English was
adopted as the main medium of instruction
across all levels.

The new senior secondary curriculum
was successfully launched, with senior
secondary subject combinations finalized.

In support of the education reform, the
junior secondary curriculum was refined
with bridging to the new senior secondary
curriculum. The content of teaching was
optimized, as was the framework for school-
based teaching and assessment. Studentse
xperiential learning was deepened in line
with our mission of providing whole-person
education.

In summary, the school prioritizes students’ learning needs in curriculum development, teaching and assessment.

Changes in teaching environment and education policy, even if substantial, will not alter the school’s core value of

student-oriented education.

Core elements of teaching and learning

1. Emphasis on teachers’ teaching and students’ learning; Development of school-based curriculum to enhance

teaching effectiveness

An appropriately designed school-based curriculum can enhance students’ interest in learning and support their future

development needs. The following are some of the many highlighted school-based curricula over the last 30 years:
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Junior secondary General Studies

In 1994, the subjects of Economics, History, Geography and Civic Education were integrated into the junior secondary
General Studies. The new subject maintained the important concepts in each component subject, providing bridging
to relevant subjects in the senior secondary curriculum. Furthermore, students’ ability to conduct project work was
developed. Teaching materials, assignments and modes of assessment were refined to develop a comprehensive school-
based curriculum. Compared with the senior secondary Liberal Studies curriculum, reform of the school’s junior
secondary General Studies curriculum was initiated more than 10 years ahead of a similar initiative by the Curriculum
Development Institute of the Education Bureau.

Chinese Language

The school-based Chinese Language curriculum organically combines the 3 components of learning, teaching and
assessment. Students’ performance in school examinations and public examinations are reviewed, while attention is
paid to their different qualities in the design of systematic and stage-wise teaching content. The uniqueness of our school-
based Chinese Language curriculum is reflected in the early “module-based teaching” and the 6-year school-based
Classical Chinese curriculum developed specifically for HKDSE in recent years. A solid foundation is first laid to equip
students with knowledge and a cultural background for Chinese Language learning. This is followed by opportunities
for students to accumulate and deepen their learning experience, which enable them to grasp effective means of learning
and facilitate knowledge building.

Mathematics

The “Credit for Excellence” Scheme in Mathematics integrates elements of classroom learning and extracurricular
activities. The scheme covers Mathematics competitions, reading reports, group projects, model development and
various e-Learning platforms. The diverse modes of learning enable the school to cater to the needs of students with
varying learning abilities. The scheme enables students to identify suitable learning platforms and arouse their interest
in learning the subject. Meanwhile, it helps students master fundamental skills and methods in learning Mathematics.

English Language

The design of a school-based English Language curriculum started back in the early days when the school was founded.
The curriculum has transformed from Mastery Learning-based Special Test in the early days to the Thematic Task-based
curriculum. In recent years, cross-subject collaboration has resulted in the implementation of initiatives such as Reading
Across the Curriculum, Writing Across the Curriculum and Language Across the Curriculum. These initiatives provide
students with various opportunities to learn English and create an optimal environment for English learning.

Science

The school-based Science curriculum is developed based on 5 core elements: Accommodation, Bridging, Consolidation,
Development, and Exploration. It covers bakery science, heat transfer, particle theory, Science-English bridging
curriculum, solar cooker making, and forensic science. Adjustments have been made to the teaching schedule and the
framework of the junior secondary curriculum so that it can be delivered in a systematic and well-structured manner.
This enables students to understand scientific concepts, grasp effective means of learning, and develop attitudes of
perseverance and truth-seeking in learning.

P.5



2. Implementation of the policy of English as medium of instruction; Enrichment of English learning
environment

The Education Bureau implemented guidelines on mother tongue as the medium of instruction in 1997. Thirteen
years later, in 2010, the school fulfilled three criteria set by the Education Bureau, namely student’s ability to learn
in English, teachers’ readiness to teach in English and associated support measures, and thus was categorized as a
school with the capacity to adopt English as the medium of instruction. Such achievement is the result of support
from the sponsoring body, incorporated management committee and parents, as well as the concerted efforts of all
teachers and students.

Measures supportive of learning in English at the school are comprehensive. They include curriculum learning,
extracurricular activities and a rich English environment. For years, the school has provided summer English
bridging courses to primary 6 students who are progressing to S1. Furthermore, bridging modules are in place in
junior secondary subjects to ensure students are accustomed to learning in English as early as possible so that they
can transition smoothly to learning other senior secondary subjects in English. The school has organized a range
of English learning activities, such as English café, movie shows, English forums, cross-curricular English speaking
day, English drama and English debates. These activities provide exposure and opportunities for students to use
English inside and outside the classroom.

3. Provision of diverse learning experience; Achievement of whole person development

The school values whole-person development, which focuses on developing each individual’s potential abilities.
Every individual is unique with his own potential for learning. As such, adopting one single mode of teaching
and one set of teaching content is insufficient to cater to the developmental needs of all students. The school has
therefore implemented curriculum frameworks and teaching designs that facilitate student development beyond
the traditional realm of knowledge.

Physical, Arts, Cultural and Life Education

The school values diverse development of students. The “One Sport, One Art

for Life” programme has been implemented since early years to provide arts
and sports education outside of the formal curriculum and the classroom.
Subsequently, inter-class educational activities have been launched in S2
and S$3, where S2 students produce short music videos or micro movies and
S3 students organize fashion shows to showcase fashion items designed
and made by themselves. These activities develop students’ talents in sports
and arts by combining formal and informal curricula. The new senior
secondary curriculum reform in recent years has provided an opportunity
for the school to further combine “sports and arts development” with
cultural elements. This has enabled the school to longitudinally link junior
and senior secondary curricular, and to systematically implement physical,
arts, cultural and life education within the formal senior secondary
curriculum. Elements of physical, arts, cultural and life education in the
senior secondary curriculum include pottery, dance, music, fashion design,
drama, photography and photo development, and computer animation.
Sports and arts education is thus integrated with life and cultural education,
spanning the entire secondary curriculum and becoming one of the unique
school-based curricula of the school.

P. 6




Culture Tours and Service Learning in China The culture tours are currently organized mainly for S3
students and students in certain senior forms. Tours to the

The school began organizing culture tours Pearl Delta area are organizedfor S3 students annually, while
in China back in 1991. The tours enabled approximately 40 senior secondary students participate in
students to experience, learn and deepen their study tours in Hua Dong or farther areas. Since 2015, the
understanding of the economic developments, element of service learning has been incorporated, providing
culture, history, education, environmental students with opportunities to participate in voluntary
protection and various social phenomena in teaching in mountain areas. This enables them to appreciate
China. and observe through personal experience, which facilitates

the development of positive life values and attitudes in life
through introspection, self-reflection and action.

“Quality Schools in Hong Kong” Programme

In 2016, the school was selected by the Hong Kong Institute of Educational Research, Chinese University of Hong Kong
(CUHK), as one of the five member schools in the “Quality Schools in Hong Kong” programme. By forming a learning
network and collaborating with CUHK and other QSHK member schools, the school has been able to optimize its
curriculum and facilitate students in their efforts to strive for academic excellence. The network and collaboration
also encourages student participation in social affairs and develop their sense of care and sense of commitment for
society. Student development in sports and arts is also facilitated through the development of their aesthetic and
cultural literacy. The programme has thus enabled the school to implement its mission of whole-person education.

4. Catering to differences among students; Motivating students to strive for excellence

The prerequisite of catering to differences among students is to accept these differences between each individual. The
school’s overall principle is to provide students with diverse learning experiences, enabling students with potential to
fully utilize their talents while providing appropriate support to students who need extra assistance.

With the availability of resources, small-group teaching and streaming has been implemented in the Chinese Language,
English Language and Mathematics subjects, with after-school remedial classes organized for junior secondary
students. In other subjects, teaching content is adjusted based on the different needs of students. Appropriate teaching
methods and different assessment approaches are adopted to take care of the learning needs of different students.

In recent years, information technology and e-Learning have been utilized to increase students’ interest in learning
and cater to the needs of individual students, thus enhancing the effectiveness of learning. Since 2002, the “Knowledge
Forum” has been introduced in the Chinese Language subject to facilitate higher-order thinking and collaborative
learning. In General Studies, an electronic mobile learning platform has been introduced for site visits and project
work in the junior secondary curriculum. The use of the “eClass learning platform” has also been optimized in various
subjects, with assessment bank built to promote self-directed learning and the strategy of Assessment for Learning.
Furthermore, basic facilities and e-Learning equipment have been installed and purchased to encourage utilization
of electronic technologies in various subjects to arouse students’ interest in learning.
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In addition, the Chinese Department has partnered with universities and other professional teams to optimize
writing training for students, enabling them to attempt literary creations. The “English Ambassador” scheme has
been implemented in English Language. As for Science, the “Forensic Science” curriculum and the “Biotechnology”
elite curriculum are in place for junior and senior secondary students respectively. In Mathematics, the “Credit for
Excellence” programme has been implemented. These initiatives provide platforms for students to nurture and
demonstrate their potential in various areas. They have been effective in facilitating self-motivated learning and the

striving for excellence among students.

5. Teaching team building; Establishing professional learning community

“Student-oriented education” and “governance
by teachers” are development principles
that have been in place since early days of
the school’s operation. As such, professional
development of teachers has become an
element of the school culture. Collaborative
lesson planning sessions are arranged for
teachers to share their teaching experience.
These sessions allow teachers to jointly design
school-based curriculum, discuss lesson
planning in detail, share teaching methods
and review assessment results. Over the years,
a culture of collaboration has been established
in the teaching team. Teachers work closely in
lesson preparation, delivery, class observation
and curriculum evaluation, resulting in
synergy in teaching.

The school has devoted much effort into inter-disciplinary
and inter-school collaboration. The establishment of
multidisciplinary professional networks has enabled us
to achieve further breakthroughs and improvements in
the effectiveness of teaching. Examples of internal inter-
disciplinary collaboration include the restructuring of the
junior secondary General Studies curriculum; the HKDSE
elective “Workplace Communication” module designed
jointly by the English Department and the Career Counselling
Committee; the Mathematics and Science Week co-organized
by the Science and Mathematics Departments; the “Writing
Across the Curriculum”, “Reading Across the Curriculum”
and “Language Across the Curriculum” initiatives developed
jointly by the English Department and the Chinese University
of Hong Kong, University of Hong Kong and Education
Bureau; the “Reciprocal Teaching” and “Knowledge Forum”
initiatives developed by the Chinese Department and the
University of Hong Kong in the early days, teaching materials
for the elective “Famous Literacy Works and Adaptations of
Literature into Films” module developed in recent years, and
participation in the “Understanding the Author’s Intended
Meanings in Chinese Classical Texts” programme in 2013,
development of the school-based “Junior Secondary Writing

2 Education” curriculum in collaboration with the Chinese

‘University of Hong Kong, and the “Literature Writing
Workshop” organized jointly with the literature magazine
s des letters. These examples demonstrate our success in

teaching efficacy.



Achievements and Reflections

The school has gone through remarkable developments in the last 30 years under the leadership of the sponsoring
body and Tin Ka Ping Foundation. Despite numerous challenges, the results of our development have been fruitful,
with our students being recognized for their performance in public examinations and their conduct. These have
established a positive school reputation in the community and gained recognition within the education sector.

1. 1991: One of the first schools to participate in the “School Management Initiative” (SMI) of the Education
Department
2. 2000: Selected by the Education Bureau as an “Effective School in Hong Kong”
3. 2001: Recognized by the Quality Education Fund (QEF) as a school of excellence in the domain of “Support for
Students and School Ethos” and received the “Outstanding School Award”
4. 2004: Received the “Chief Executive’s Award for Teaching Excellence” from the Education Bureau in recognition
of our “module-based teaching” implemented in the school-based Chinese Language curriculum
5. 2002-2005: The Chinese Language subject team participated in the University of Hong Kong’s Professional
Development Network for Knowledge Building in Schools for 3 consecutive years and received the “Knowledge
Building Award” and “In-depth Exploration Achievement Award”
6. 2010: Recognized by the Education Bureau as a school with capacity to choose the medium of instruction and
successfully transitioned into an EMI (English as medium of instruction) school
7.2011: The Chinese orchestra received the highest honour “Guoxing Award” in the 6th National Youth Science
and Arts Conference in China
8. 2010-2013: Participation in the “Sustainable Development School Reward Scheme” for 3 consecutive years and
received the gold award
9. 2009-2012: Successful implementation of new senior secondary curriculum with commencement of career
planning curriculum and service education, while incorporating the Arts and Culture subject into the formal
senior secondary curriculum
10. Since 2009: Invited by the Education Bureau to participate as a “Professional Development School” in the
“Professional Development Schools Scheme” (PDS), and featured as keynote speaker at sharing sessions
organized by the Curriculum Development Institute (CDI)
11. 2014-2016: Became a member school of the Centre for Education Policy and Professional Development
Programme for School Leaders and Middle Managers and Establishment of Online Knowledge Management
Platform (PDSL)
12. 2016-2019: Selected by the Hong Kong Institute of Educational Research, Chinese University of Hong Kong, as
one of the five member secondary schools in the “Quality Schools in Hong Kong Programme”

The teaching team has been dedicated to nurturing students over the years. Our alumni demonstrate their talents
in various sectors and industries, with many having become elites of society. While looking back at the vibrant and
meaningful moments we have experienced over the last 30 years, we are still in constant self-reflection and self-
improvement. We strive to achieve breakthroughs on the solid foundation we have built. Living up to our school
motto “After establishing yourself, help establish others”, we continue to serve our society and provide youths
with comprehensive, diverse and quality learning platforms with an aim to nurture knowledgeable and capable
individuals with a strong sense of commitment for society and the nation.
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The Development of ELT in
Yan Oi Tong Tin Ka Ping Secondary School

Ms. Winnie Lau Wing Mei

As YOTTKPSS is approaching its 30th anniversary, we have a review of the development of our English Language

Learning and Teaching (ELT) over the 30 years.

Early years (1987-1993)

When school was founded in 1987, due to the intake
of weak students, teachers had to work on some basic
training. Regular dictation and quizzes were conducted
to ensure the mastery of spelling and some grammatical
items. During this period, Special Test was an attempt
to boost the English learning atmosphere.

Special Test was an attempt to help students develop
the habit to do self-study on a regular basis. Basically,
students were given some materials for self-study.
Regular tests were arranged for students to know how
much they could master. The test results of all the
students were ranked and compared to see who made
progress and who did not. A ‘positive competition’ was
encouraged to facilitate mutual support and learning
among students. Teachers showed concern towards
students with specific individual problems and needs.
Students who showed improvement would be praised
openly as encouragement. Students could see and
believe that they would improve if they tried hard.

Struggling stage: Thematic task-based approach
(1993-2006)

In order to build a solid and sound foundation in
junior forms, Thematic task-based approach was
adopted. The ready-made textbooks were abandoned
and replaced by school-based materials covering
different themes; ranging from students’ individual life
like Me, Myself and My family to different issues, such
as Sports & Entertainment, Computer and Technology,
and Youth problems. These theme-based modules
catered the interest and language need of learners by
providing more structural input of language patterns
and thematic vocabulary.

However, teachers were heavily burdened with the
workload of preparing materials and daily teaching.
Later textbooks were adopted again and teachers tailor-
made some materials as supplementary worksheets.
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From Bridging Programme to LAC (1998 onwards)

To cater the need of transition from primary school to
secondary school, the Bridging Programme was designed.
In the initial stage, teachers of content areas would
compile a vocabulary list to be taught in English lessons.
Yet more was needed to cope with the use of English as a
learning tool since the school has adopted English as the
Medium of Instruction (MOI ) for all content subjects.

With the aid of Refined English Enhancement Scheme,
the school launched a programme, Reading Across
the Curriculum focusing on Academic English, to help
facilitate teaching content subjects in English. Consultancy
from CUHK, Dr. Cecilia Chun Ka Wai was invited to co-
design and co-plan content subject curriculum with a
focus on academic English. Apart from co-planning,
professional development workshops were conducted on
pedagogies and cross-curricular reading. The curriculum
was implemented into regular lessons for junior forms.

After developing the reading materials, with the support
of Education Bureau, the school started Writing Across the
Curriculum by matching different text types of writing in
lessons of English Language and content subjects namely,
Integrated Science, General Studies and Geography. For
example, in English lessons, students learned how to
write the procedural writing by learning its format, the
organization and language. In Science lessons, students
would then apply what they learnt to write about the
procedures of an experiment. In this way, students learn
to transfer language skills they learnt in English lessons to
content subjects.

Another attempt to co-plan the Language Across The
Curriculum by Dr. Evelyn Man Yee Fun from The
University of Hong Kong, who helped to apply graphic
organisers for comprehension and note-taking. Language
Across the Curriculum is still on-going in junior forms.
Each year, the teaching schedule is mapped to facilitate
the teaching of reading and writing texts that are common
for English and content subject lessons.



The challenge of New Senior Secondary Curriculum (2008-2014)

The launching of New Senior Secondary Curriculum (NSS) and the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education
(HKDSE) brought all schools new changes in 2008. As all students stay in school for six years to take one public
exam, the problem of learner diversity must be well tackled. Hence there have been measures to cater for learner
diversity:

Split class, Small group teaching
Weaker students were grouped for small group teaching provided with more care and interaction by the teacher.
Some students were also requested to attend remedial class after school or on Saturdays.

Curriculum adaptation
We have tried to discuss and lay out the core materials to be covered and extended tasks for the more capable students.

Empowering the capable students

To empower the capable students, an elite team named English Ambassadors was formed to gather them for some
training designed by the native English teacher (NET). They are encouraged to be the role model in public speeches
and English activities.

Concerted effort and collaboration

Since 2008, task groups were set up to discuss the preparation for NSS. Teachers attended workshops about school-
based assessment (SBA) and new electives to be implemented. With the concerted effort of all English Panel members,
the transition from the old curriculum to the new one was deemed to be smooth. Four school-based modules for
electives have been developed: Poems & Songs, Short Stories, Workplace Communication, and Social Issues. After
the first batch of HKDSE students graduated, a framework of the 3-year NSS curriculum and assessment has been
basically settled.

We also have collaboration with other departments, such as Department of Career Counselling. Each year after
learning the module of Workplace Communication, there will be a Mock Interview Workshop for S5 students to
apply what they have learnt and equip them with the practical interview skills.

Through joining the Quality School Improvement Project (QSIP) of CUHK, teachers had professional development
workshops to review our existing practices and need for further development.

Way forward: Building on strengths

As the school has better intake and public exam results, we are aiming higher. A core group was set up for refining
the curriculum and assessment in junior forms (2014 - 2016). With the aim of setting a clear benchmark of language
skills, teachers can better diagnose and cater for students with different abilities and different learning outcome in
early stage.

Our next stage is to refine our Senior curriculum (2016 onwards) by making good use of network through QSHK. We

are striving to build on our strengths: our school-based curriculum tailoring, our collaboration with content subjects
and departments and our network with the community and tertiary institutes.

P.31



Language Across the Curriculum in
Yan Oi Tong Tin Ka Ping Secondary School

The medium of instruction (MOI) is the key to
understanding the subject content. Imagine learning
a discipline in a language foreign to you, say Spanish
or French, and you will understand the difficulties
students are facing when they have to learn a
subject in English. This is where Language Across the
Curriculum (LAC) comes in.

With the school-based MOI policy in place since late
last century, when the MOIs of junior and senior
levels were Cantonese and English respectively,
the school administration saw the need to improve
students’ language proficiency so as to equip them for
the change of MOI after being promoted to S4. To this
end, English Bridging (EB), lessons which focused
on the language (e.g. word formation, language
functions) as well as reading skills were introduced
to S2 and $3 and were conducted by English teachers.
Since 2010-2011, as per the fine-tuning of the EDB’s
policy on MOI, the medium of instruction across
all levels was switched to English and the need
to provide extra language assistance lands in all
junior levels, particularly in S1. Although what was
previously done in EB is now regarded as LAC, and
new elements are added, the spirit and goal of the
former remain.

So what is LAC like today? First, the learning of word
formation, study skills and reading skills are still
central to students’ learning. English teachers are
responsible in teaching dictionary skills, phonics and

reading skills in the summer bridging programme. _
Second, in daily English lessons, the skilwl <

constantly applied and common lanngctio
atte

that are useful in content subjects are given a

Sample materials from other subjects wo
demonstrated to make students realise what i,
in English lessons could be typical to
Thirdly, students are highly encoura
knowledge and language through ext
Thus, a good number of titles have
for such purpose.”
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Ms. Tracy Fan Lai Sum

For content subjects, bridging modules, be it a
separate module specifically for this purpose or a
relatively easier module, would be taught at the
beginning to get students familiarized with the
subject specific language. The pace of teaching would
also be slowed down to allow time for students to sink
in. As far as content subjects concern, LAC means
using scaffolding to help students learn in the English
medium, strategies such as vocabulary inventory,
highlighting common sentence patterns, and graphic
organizers are therefore employed to help students
get on track as soon as possible.

Apart from fighting alone, we also collaborate.
Our latest project involves English teachers
delivering content of Integrated Science (IS) about
endangered species, but with a clear focus on reading
comprehension and language structures common in
both English and Integrated Science. By doing so,
objectives of both subjects, namely learning to better
read the textbook, cause-and-effect patterns, passive
voice and knowledge about endangered species are
achieved. The outcome has satisfied both English and
IS teachers to a great extent.

The above-mentioned is just a brief summary of what
have been done. To respond to the changing language
needs of students, our teachers are constantly
adapting and e. i ibilities to assist




Experiencing the English Environment at school

English activities provide essential learning
experiences and cultivate passion towards the
language. The English environment here is a blend
of fun activities and academic competitions. An elite
team of English Ambassadors run all these regular
programs throughout the school year. The highlights
of the regular activities are English Café, Open
Forum and English Speaking Day.

English Café definitely is the most popular program
organized by our NET as we always have a full house!
While munching away on crispy cookies, junior form
students are given specific oral tasks to do in groups.
For instance, they share mutual interests in hobbies,
plans for holiday trips, or their school life. This is
a great chance for them to get known to each other
over a cup of fresh fruit tea.

The Open Forum is a platform for senior form
students to have heated debates on current issues.
Given topic-related expressions and language
scaffolding, students on the floor have ample
opportunities to challenge different stake-holders
with acute questions. This kind of activity recycles the
vocabulary in newspaper articles and familiarizes
students with current issues in the HKDSE exams.

English Speaking Day allows both junior form and
senior form students to have face-to-face interaction
with our English Ambassadors. Each participant is
- awarded a sticker for gift redemption after answering
“on i designated question on the English Speaking
V" Day Passport. These questions cover a wide range
y 4 oj\”‘@ics: Mathematics and Science, General Studies

Economics, Music and Sports, efc.

thewusewofthe English in different
lish Society organizes Quiz Contests
ompetitions. Some students may
-school Debate Campetition or the
_‘theiﬁzo

ns and boost

Speech Festiva

v .the.jﬁ confide

Mr. Joe Leung Cho Ming

The Quiz Contests encourage strong team spirit
throughout the whole inter-class competition. English
Ambassadors set questions across different subjects
for each form. To win the champion title, a class must
show quick responses, cheer for team members and
switch tactics. Everyone finds this event engaging
and exciting! After the games, all the questions are
displayed in school corridors for everyone to read.

The Scrabble Competition is held in the English
Week. Prior to this major event, students can play
the Scrabble game in their classroom. A rookie can
try out the Scrabble Master on e-Class using an
iPad or a smartphone. Such hands-on experience
allows everyone to explore the fun of spelling and
learn more about roots of words. Gaining a deep
awareness of word families and different parts of
speech substantially benefits accuracy and spelling
in writing.

Through an active participation in our English
activities, our students easily master the language
skills at fuller extent and pay closer attention to the
authentic use of English in various situations. Indeed,
our students can feel the English environment outside
the classroom and explore language arts.

Let’s live English! Love it! Use it!

English Activity during lunch hour
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My Senior Secondary Years

In retrospect, I focused most of my time on my studies
during secondary school. Based on the experience of
my friends and me, academic results, particularly
HKDSE grades or scores, are the key to securing a
place at university.

I probably spent 90% of my time studying. And
among different subjects, English Language, which
was always a challenge for YOTTKP students,
including myself of course, was my main concern.
English lessons are indeed very useful, but if you
want to learn a language well, independent learning
is crucial too.

People learn differently, so the methods which suited
me may not be very useful for you. One thing to bear
in mind is that “trial and error” is inevitable on the
road to finding the learning methods that will work
for you. There is, however, a universal rule for
everyone: study hard and be patient. Learning
English takes time, and it takes at least 6 months
before you can see any improvements. Just keep it up
and do not give up.

r

Ms. Wong Ching Ying (graduated in 2015)
(Bachelor of Law, HKU)

Time flies. I am a second year law student, but I am
still learning English and I can say there is always
room for improvement when it comes to English
proficiency. To be honest, I was really frustrated in
my first year of law school. There are two components
of university learning: lectures and tutorials (or
seminars). In lectures, there are some 200 students
and the main task is to listen carefully to what the
lecturers say. In tutorials or seminars, the class is
much smaller, just 10-30 students, and students are
expected to actively participate in discussions to
explore the concepts learnt in lectures. Tutorials are
always a challenge for me because I have to answer
the questions asked by the tutor immediately, in
English of course. I feel like I cannot really express
my ideas effectively so I am now working on my
English speaking again. Not just English speaking,
but because of the large volume of readings and
assignments I have to do, I am also perfecting my
reading and writing skills.

The journey of learning English which requires self-
discipline, hard work and perseverance is not easy,
but I am glad that at least I tried my best. Do not
leave yourself with any regrets and seize the day.
Time flies, but your improved English ability will
follow you everywhere you go which will benefit you
for the rest of your life.




.

English learning experience in TKP

Havinglearnt English for morethan adecade, I finally
realise that vocabulary building and paraphrasing
are the essential components in writing essays or
completing assignments. Many of my friends have
asked me if there is any magic formula to learn better
English. The only word I told them is ‘Perseverance’.
Yet, there might be difficulties and challenges during
the learning process, especially vocabulary. What
we can do is to strive towards excellence by exposing
ourselves to a wide variety of lexicon and English
phrases from daily observation and local newspaper
articles to online press releases and novels. It is not
difficult to acquire new but useful vocabulary in this
modern age with advanced technology.

Thanks to the encouragement and generous help
of my English teachers in Yan Oi Tong Tin Ka
Ping Secondary School, 1 participated in English
activities of all kinds, ranging from Hong Kong
Speech Festival to the school Debating Team. I have
developed and honed a set of critical thinking skills
as I am often required to objectively evaluate a
particular issue from various perspectives. Reading
a vast amount of texts from different sources helps
broaden my horizons and improve my paraphrasing
skills, as conceptualising the key ideas from texts
is of paramount importance in making a counter-
argument in one’s speech. Yan 0i Tong Tin Ka
Ping Secondary School has offered me a precious
opportunity to embark on my challenging yet
enlightening journey to learn better English.

Mr. Gary Chan Ka Yiu (Graduated in 2013)
(Bachelor of Science, the University of Sunderland)

iAgiSecandary Schooy |

Australia*Summer. Srudy}h'r 2013-14 .

"

< -!"r"'.é!_&

Exchange Student from Italy - Colombo, Veronica
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“Credit for Excellence” Scheme

Introduction

The “Credit for Excellence” Scheme has been implemented
in Mathematics department since 2005. The scheme
provides other learning experiences for junior form
students. In the past, form tests and examinations
were considered as the only and essential tools to assess
students’ learning progress. However, mathematics
teachers at TKP thought differently. Instead of routine
training on calculations, operations in algebraic
equation and so on, our teachers believed that students
with different mathematics abilities are able to attain
more in mathematics through diverse assessment.

The scheme provides students with different choices
to learn and apply mathematics knowledge in form of
mathematics competitions, book reports, model-making
activities and group projects. The details of each part in
the scheme will be introduced in the following sections.

Objectives of the scheme:

I To broaden students’ mathematical knowledge
and improve their interests in mathematics
2. To allow students with flexibility and apply
mathematical knowledge spontaneously
3. To cultivate students’ abilities of logical
thinking, creative thinking, analytical and
problem-solving skills
4. To develop and integrate higher-order
thinking abilities in mathematics

Developing higher-order thinking abilities is one of the
most important reasons for the establishment of the
scheme. Encouraging students to use critical thinking is
more than an extension activity in mathematics lessons;
it is the basis of learning. Teaching students how to think
critically helps them move beyond basic comprehension
and rote memorization. We believe that students will
shift to a new level of increased awareness when they are
engaged in learning activities that involve calculation,
analyses, problem solving and evaluation.
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Mr. Wong Man On
Ms. Lam Lai Man
Mr. Yeung Chun Hung

Development of “Elite for Excellence” Scheme
(2005 onwards)

2005-2009 was the first stage of the scheme. Detailed
guidelines were provided for students’ reference.
Students had to answer a few challenging questions
in the Mathematics Station “¥c5 $ ¥ =t” in order
to get extra marks. All S2 and S3 students had to join
in-class mathematics competitions once a semester.
The top 50 students in S3 in Mathematics Competition
would join the final Mathematics Competition and
then they could exempt from doing group project or
reading report if they were able to get satisfactory
results in the final competition.

Starting from 2009, there have been some minor
adjustmentsin assessmentformats. 5% in Mathematics
Station was cancelled due to the high consumption of
labour and time. However, we do agree that training
in logical thinking and reasoning skills is very
important. Therefore, the number of mathematics
competitions for $3 students has been extended from
once every semester to twice every semester. On the
other hand, with the increase in awareness of diverse
assessment, a tessellation project was implemented so
that S1 students might also have the opportunity to
apply their knowledge in different ways. A S3 model-
making activity was also implemented, with the main
objective being to consolidate students’ knowledge in
“Area and Volume” and “Similar Figures”.

Due to the change in medium of instruction of
teaching in the school since 2010, the scoring guide
had to be adjusted and emphasized more on English
presentation skills. Therefore, a new and unified
scoring guide was constructed to help teachers in
assessing students’ work.



From 2015 onwards, e-Learning has become oné"(;f the main issues in education. The school has purchased 100
iPads to assist in classroom teaching. Some Mathematics teachers have also utilized those iPads in Mathematics
lessons. To enable students to learn mathematics at home, the Mathematics Department has provided each
junior form student with a TWIG online resource account. Students are required to hand in a film report after

watching 3-6 films of particular topics after a holiday.

Design of the Scheme '}
“Credit for Excellence”
Scheme
S1 S2 S3
e-Learning Reading Mathematics Group Model
and Book Competition Project Making
Report Project
TWIG e-Learning
Project

Elements of the Scheme
L Mathematics Competition

The Mathematics Competition used to consist of three parts: Part A1 and A2 subject knowledge and Part B
higher-order questions in Mathematics Olympic Competition. In 2013, we reduced the proportion of section B
questions, while an extra section C including one creative question has been added. Students are expected to
answer this part using both subject knowledge and higher-order thinking skills and should present their answers

in a logical way.

Here are two examples of the new section:

1. Inthe figure, BA=BC and ZBAD =
/BCD. Prove that DA = DC.
B
A
D

2. An equilateral triangle with k cm per side
consists of 64 equilateral triangles with 1 cm
per side.

(a) Draw the figure to represent the above
information.

(b) Find k.

Evaluation is conducted every academic year. With sufficient data, the structure of our Mathematics

Competition could be modified better.
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2. 83 Model-making Project

This project has been conducted for six years.
According to the S3 mathematics curriculum
document, students have learnt estimation in
measurement, areas and volumes and knowledge in
geometry. This project is designed to enable students
to better apply and consolidate their knowledge in
S2 and S3.

Students are required to make a model that consists
of three parts. The shape of each part and the volume
of the whole model are set by the teacher. Students
have to design the distribution of volume in each
part according to their own preference. They have
to make sure that the areas of each contact surface
are equal.

In 2012-2013 academic year, the scoring guide was
updated. Students are not only required to hand in a
model, they have to hand in a written report as well.
In the report, students have to describe their design
in about 100 words, calculate the length of each side,
the percentage error of the total volume, and draw
the net of the whole model. Students have to design
the structure and the distribution of the volume in
each part of the model with a given capacity. The
general feedback from students has been satisfactory
and teachers are impressed by students’ work.

3. 83 Group Project

§3 mathematics project aims at promoting students’
interest in learning mathematics and developing
students’ generic skills through project learning.
Students in groups of 4-5 must design one particular
theme of the project. The project could be a study on a
mathematical topic or a study on using Mathematics
to solve a real-life problem.
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In 2012, one group of S3 students in our school
participatedinthe Mathematics Project Competition
for Secondary Schools organized by EDB and
was selected as the one of the top 8 teams in Hong
Kong. They were also awarded the Outstanding
Performance Prize. In 2015, another group of S3
students was selected as one of the teams with
good performance, which was very encouraging.
Thereatfter, for the other S3 students, we do encourage
them to develop their themes of the project in a
more applicable or critical way. High scores will
be awarded to those who are able to apply their
concepts of the theme or involve suitable experiment
and research data. With an improved guideline, it is
believed that the learning effectiveness of the group
project will be more significant in the future.

4. S2and S3 Book Reportand TWIG e-Learning
Project

All S2 and S3 students must participate in this
scheme. Students should select one book from the
school library and complete a book report or a film
report after watching 3-6 films and summarizing the
mathematical ideas in the films.

Students with good performance or higher scores are
generally able to further investigate the content they
learn from the book or films. Communication and
the use of language in reports are two important
assessment criteria. Teachers also assess the fluency
and the use of grammar in these book reports.
Students who are able to deliver their ideas clearly
using appropriate language will be awarded a
higher score.

From 2012 onwards, S2 - S4 students have been
selected to participate in the Mathematics Book
Report Competition organized by the EDB. Most of
them were awarded the second prize.



Reviews and Prospect

It is the 11th year of the “Credit for Excellence” Scheme. The scheme has been modified and reviewed every
academic year since 2005. With the diversity of students’ learning ability, a diverse assessment approach is
essential to cater for students’ needs and adapt to the fast-changing society. We do believe that the scheme
deserves to be further developed.

For students with weak mathematics ability, the scheme helps them to keep their interests and academic results
in Mathematics. Students gain new knowledge or think about how to relate mathematics in daily life through
reading or the investigation process of the group project. It is very important to guide our students to understand
and learn mathematics with a positive attitude. On reading and writing book reports, teachers should help
students to understand how to “read” and “report in their own way” instead of direct copying. With active
participation in the group projects, students have to learn and apply mathematics concepts through discussions
and collaborations with their peers. Furthermore, they need to put forward hypothesis, to test the hypothesis and
to make inferences from their research findings. All these learning experiences facilitate students’ understanding
of mathematics concepts, logical thinking skills, problem-solving skills and development of creativity.

In terms of catering for learning diversity of the students, the Mathematics Competition and the TWIG e-Learning
platforms are becoming more important. For students with high mathematics learning ability, these activities
provide them with a good chance to display their talents and critical thinking skills. Even for the students with
weak mathematic learning ability, these platforms also help t0 motivate their learning incentives and arouse
their interest towards learning mathematics.
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ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS
IN JUNIOR SECONDARY SCIENCE @ YOTTKP

Mr. Suen Kwei Lung
Dr. Lee Ka Wai

As described in the official documents of the Education Bureau (2016), the aim of science education at the junior
secondary level is to lay a firm foundation in students for further developing the necessary scientific and technological
knowledge and skills to live and work in the 21st century. In light of the changing needs of society and the rapid
development of the world, a holistic approach in developing a school-based learning-and-teaching curriculum and
activities with a high degree of engagement of students, teachers and professional bodies in the science community is
of utmost importance to help students build a solid and balanced foundation in science for tackling daily scenarios. In
addition, experiential learning activities are of vital significance in nurturing students’ interests in areas of science and
technology. In response to the above-mentioned goals and strategies, five key elements (A to E) have been identified
and adopted in the junior science curriculum in recent years.

ELEMENTA: ACCOMODATION

Some students find science fascinating but quite difficult to understand. The learning content of each chapter in S1
and S2 levels has therefore been systematically reviewed within and across chapters. Such accommodative measures
ensure that students not only acquire basic scientific knowledge and concepts for modern life but also develop the ability
to think scientifically and creatively in a systematic learning process for problem solving in science-related contexts.
In practice, after re-sequencing and organic integration of topics across chapters of similar themes, S1 students are
exposed to various fundamental laboratory techniques, basic knowledge of living things, and concepts including
energy and scientific investigation; whereas for S2, through systematic reorganization of the formal curriculum
content across the junior forms, and integration of school-based modules on ‘Bakery Science’ (in collaboration with
Home Economics) and ‘Heat Transfer’, students are trained to grasp the central scientific elements, namely the particle
theory of matter and science process skills. Across the academic year, students focus on developing different abilities
in studying science, in terms of knowledge, skills and values, in a structured learning framework so that they become
more confident in understanding scientific knowledge, while enjoying the process of learning in junior secondary
levels.

ELEMENT B : BRIDGING

As the S1 intake differ greatly in learning abilities and only few learn science as an independent subject or in English as
the medium of instruction in their primary schools, appropriate refinement of the S1 school-based science curriculum
is necessary. The teaching sequence has been modified by scheduling a more interesting chapter to the very beginning
of the academic year as a bridging module. This provides S1 students with sufficient time to get accustomed to the
learning of science in an EMI context.

As for 83, due to a need for HKDSE subject selection for senior secondary levels, Physics, Chemistry and Biology are
offered as three individual subjects instead of Integrated Science to facilitate an informed choice on subject selection.
Each of the three individual subjects puts forward a school-based curriculum for students to let students experience
the learning of the subject. For instance, $3 Biology introduces various HKDSE topics, such as the human circulatory
system, human digestive system, properties of enzymes and basic genetics, with proper adjustment in the level of
difficulty so that students can not only grasp the knowledge as well as the subject requirements but also understand
whether they are interested in majoring the subject in senior levels.

P. 48



ELEMENT C: CONSOLIDATION

Besides facilitating an informed choice on HKDSE
subject selection, the three science subjects works
to strike a balance among three components,
namely the level of difficulty of the subject content,
the bridging towards senior secondary levels and
the motivation of students’ interest and curiosity.
With such considerations, measures including
launching a STEM-related project and designing
a school-based curriculum in S3 science subjects
are in place. S3 students are required to design
and test a homemade solar cooker, through which
knowledge learnt in S2 Integrated Science and S3
Physics is consolidated. They found the process
making the cooker from scratch and testing its
effectiveness on their own fun and rewarding. This
STEM-related project therefore develops students’
capacity to innovate by exercising their creativity
and problem-solving skills through integrating
and applying knowledge and skills across science,
mathematics and technology areas in solving
authentic problems.

Apart  from knowledge consolidation, the
aforementioned  school-based  S3  science
curriculum gives emphasis on application of prior
knowledge and integration with new knowledge.
In particular, Physics emphasizes applying S1 and
§2 science knowledge of heat transfer, particle
theory of matter and properties of light in learning
several S3 topics, including ‘Heat’, ‘Gas Laws’ and
‘Lenses’ respectively; while Chemistry emphasizes
knowledge building in $3 on sub-microscopic levels
of matter, including bonding and structure, from
the fundamentals of particle theory. This approach
to consolidating knowledge through rigorous
curriculum design has fruitfully resulted in a large
proportion of students taking one or more science
subjects in their senior secondary levels.

ELEMENT D : DEVELOPMENT

Tilat a student becomes a lifelong learner in his
or her interested areas is one of the several aims
in secondary education. To achieve this goal,
various learning opportunities have been provided
by the Science and Technology Department to
unearth students’ potentials and cultivate interests
in science-related disciplines. For instance, the
Mathematics and Science Week, co-organized by
the Mathematics Society and Science Society, has
been held for four consecutive years. Activities
such as the ‘Talk Maths, Talk Science Competition’
and ‘S1 Academic Quiz’ offer opportunities for
junior secondary students to showcase their
understanding of mathematics and science topics
learned inside or outside classrooms. Science talks
and workshops conducted by universities and
professional bodies are also arranged during week
for inquiry of broader and deeper science. Both
participants and the members of the two societies
highly appreciate these learning opportunities for
the fun, interaction, strong sense of ownership they

gain.
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ELEMENT E : EXPLORATION

Exploring the wonders of science and technology has always been most appealing. To broaden students’ horizons,
tailor-made programmes targeting different areas are offered by the school and professional organizations.
Examples are many, including a number of S2 and S3 elite students attending a year-long pullout programme on
intermediate science process skills and forensic science, and an excursion to Hoi Ha Marine Park to appreciate the
wonders of natural habitats. A day-trip to Shenzhen was also organized to visit a car manufacturing factory, a
show room of contemporary technological products such as virtual-reality (VR) headsets and artificial-intelligent
(AI) robots, and the cosmetic research laboratory on the HKUST Shenzhen campus. Furthermore, an in-house one-
day programme, Science Alive, organized by the British Council and the Hong Kong Science Museum, was held on
campus for students to actively join their magic show and workshops in 2015. Many inter-school competitions, talks
and workshops on academic talents have also been held for both junior secondary and senior secondary students
to challenge themselves. These programmes, in short, guarantee students with ample opportunities to explore the
wonders of science and technology in their school time. Hopefully, scientists will emerge from the school in the
future.

To conclude, the Science and Technology Department attaches great importance to the integration of these five
elements in the science education and believes such integration will result in a fruitful and enjoyable experience for
students to recall, develop and apply their knowledge in the journey of life ahead of them.

HOLISTIC VIEW OF SCIENCE EDUCATION @ YOTTKP:

HKDSE

$4-%6 SUBJECT-SPECIFIC.
STRATECIES.
5] CONSOLIDING.
KNOWLEDGE
7 CATERING FOR.
LEARNERY' DIVERSITY
3] BRIDCING FROMPETO 11
SI: Appropriate accommodation in curriculum content, teaching strategies and learning aids for bridging

students to learn from primary education level to secondary education level
§2: Development of students’ scientific knowledge, skills and values in accordance with their abilities and
interests in science, and in conjunction with the exploration of interesting science topics for elite students
§3:  Consolidation of students’ scientific knowledge, skills and values from junior secondary levels, together with
concerted exposure of senior secondary physics, chemistry and biology for preparing the study in $4 to S6

sciences
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Personal, Social and Humanities Education

Ms. Wong Lai Fan

At our school, areas of learning in “Personal, Social and Humanities Education” are covered in the junior
secondary subject of General Studies, as well as Economics, Business, Accounting and Financial Studies,
Geography and History in senior forms. The goal of learning in Personal, Social and Humanities Education
is to enable students to understand themselves, the society and the world at large, maintain healthy personal
development, and contribute to the well-being of families, communities, nations and the world as confident,
informed and responsible individuals. (Overarching aim and curriculum of Personal, Social and Humanities

Education, Education Bureau)

Junior Secondary General Studies

The school
development of junior secondary

pioneered  the

General Studies curriculum in the
early 1990s by . adopting a cross-
curriculum design. for subjects
in ‘Humanities Education such as
Geography, Economics and History.
We are one of the earliest schools in
Hong Kong that implemented junior
secondary curriculum integration.

Our junior secondary General Studies

The curriculum includes a civic and personal development module
and an integrated Humanities education module and is taught
bilingually. In accordance with curriculum needs, the first module
is taught in Cantonese and the second module in English. The
use of appropriate education materials in English and the design
of materials for progressive training in English writing provide
a solid foundation for learning in Humanities Education. On
the other hand, teaching in students’ mother tongue facilitates
personal development by encouraging expression of opinions as
well as rational analysis and discussion in topics on moral and
national education that involve national and global affairs. Also
included in the curriculum are appropriate elements fostering the

development of thinking skills, which facilitate students’ learning of
generic abilities and competences, particularly in critical thinking,
communication and creative thinking. These abilities and skills are
the characteristics of “Personal, Social and Humanities Education®
as outlined by the Education Bureau, and are the bridges to the new
senior secondary Liberal Studies curriculum.

curriculum is unique, with strong
school-based  characteristics and
incorporation of elements in personal
development, moral education, civic

education and China studies.

The curriculum for S1 is designed for students to first develop an understanding of themselves, and subsequently
to explore the relationship between themselves and communities to which they belong (family, school, social
community and Hong Kong). In terms of curriculum content, study themes for the first semester are “My
School’, “Personal Development” and “My Communities”, which enable students to understand their rights and
responsibilities in different communities from various perspectives. In the second semester, the study themes
“Hong Kong Legends” and “History and Economic Development of Hong Kong” enable students to be in touch
with the society, review Hong Kong’s economic and social circumstances from its early days as a trading port to
the present, and contemplate the value of the individual in the society.

In terms of educational activities, training provided in “current affairs test” and “news reports” strengthen
students’ abilities in analyzing news from the perspectives of different stakeholders. “Project works” for S1 are
closely linked with study themes and supported by field trips to enable students to collect, organize and analyze
relevant information. The study theme in the first semester is Shan King Estate, while the second semester
focuses on the past and present of society in Hong Kong. These studies are helpful for tackling HKDSE Liberal
Studies examination and the “Independent Enquiry Studies” in the new senior secondary curriculum.
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The curriculum design and assessment for
S2 are closely linked with the S1 curriculum
and prepare students for further studies. The
content of the first semester is an extension
of “My Communities” and “Hong Kong
Legends” in S1. In the first semester, students
study “Economics of Hong Kong” and Hong
Kong’s social circumstances. In the second
semester, the study theme “Contemporary
China” enables students to understand
social and economic developments in China
while providing linkage with valuable and
inspiring personal development education,
thus enabling them to analyze various issues

The educational activities “current affairs comics”
and “news reports” provide training in news critique
and analysis. “Projects” in S2 are spread throughout
2 semesters to provide students with enough time to
prepare reports and reinforce their skills in information
collection and analysis, which are helpful for HKDSE
Liberal Studies examination and Independent Enquiry
Studies (IES) in the new senior secondary curriculum.

The S3 curriculum is divided into the subjects of
Economics, Business, Accountingand Financial Studies,
Geography and History. The aim of a subject-based
curriculum is to provide preliminary understanding
of various elective subjects and prepare students for
subject selection in S4. The curriculum of each subject

in contemporary society.

Senior Secondary Curriculum

includes the “Globalization” module in the “Life and
Society” curriculum.

Economics, Business, Accounting and Financial Studies

. Curriculum design and characteristics

Economics enable students to
understand factors influencing
daily life,
mechanisms and principles of

particularly  the

interactions between consumers
and manufacturers. The subject
also provides an important
perspective  for students to
completely grasp current social
and national issues and to
understand the inter-dependent
relationships between regions and
nations. Hong Kong is facing rapid
economic changes and striving
to maintain its competitive edge
in the global economy while
actively establishing closer ties
with mainland China. As such,
the study of Economics, a subject
closely linked with contemporary
developments, enables students to
apply what they learn in daily life.
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Commercial and financial activities such as work, consumption,
savings and investment are parts of daily life. The subject of Business,
Accounting and Financial Studies provides students with knowledge
and skills in business to equip them for effective participation in
commercial and financial activities. At the same time, the subject
emphasizes development of positive civic qualities. Through the subject,
students are equipped for opportunities of functioning as ethical and
responsible consumers, investors, employees and/or entrepreneurs in
the future. They are also educated to consider social factors and ethical
principles when analyzing and assessing business-related issues. With
rapid changes in local and global societies, students need to be equipped
with multiple thinking and communication skills as well as positive
values and attitudes to deal with various situations with capability,
confidence and morality in knowledge-based economies. Adequate
knowledge of business environments not only equip students for the
business world, but also develop them as socially responsible citizens
who make wise business decisions.

In addition to regular classes, students are encouraged to participate in
external activities organized by teachers. Through visits, competitions
and various training activities, students will be able to develop multiple
common skills such as research, analysis, leadership, team spirit,
communication, critical thinking, creativity and problem solving.
They will also be able to utilize such skills in various areas of learning.
The learning platform provided for students to explore various issues
in business will equip them for daily life, education and employment
in the future.



Geography

o Curriculum design and characteristics

The word “geography” originates from the ancient
Greek word “yewypagia” (“geographia”), with
“geo” meaning land and “graphein” meaning
description. Thus, geography means description
of land. There are 4 basic areas of study in
conventional geography: (1) spatial analysis of
natural and humanistic phenomena, (2) regional
study, (3) human-land relationship, and (4) earth
science.

How do different natural phenomena develop?
Will volcanic eruptions, earthquakes and tsunami
happen in Hong Kong? Are droughts, flooding,
sandstorms, super typhoons and global warming
natural phenomena? Or are they nature’s attack
on human activities? How should we deal with
famine and urbanization? How do the locations
of industrial areas in China and around the world
change? Students studying Geography will be able
to find out answers through their learning.

Geography is the most beautiful subject in natural
science. Everything individuals see once they
step out of home is closely related to Geography.
For example, when visiting rural areas, there
would be thoughts about how rivers from. As
such, Geography is a lively subject that develops
attention to and concerns about the surrounding
environment. The subject provides explanations
for the environment, phenomena and concepts
experienced by students, and is an integration of
social and natural science. Geography is therefore
a subject that integrates arts and science, a subject
crossing both disciplines that provides variations
in content. Assessment covers non-textbook
information and materials such as news clippings,
maps, data, photographs and charts. Students are
required to memorize terminologies and content
as well as analyze and make logical inferences on

In the study of Geography, it is very important
for students to step out of the classroom.
Students are therefore given the opportunities
of field trips to contemplate and analyze the
geographical phenomena they see from multiple
perspectives. Geography is a subject that studies
and explores interactions between humans and
the environment. Through field trips in different
environments, students will be able to observe
and experience the applications of knowledge and
concepts of Geography in real life.

There are narrow-minded thoughts that
individuals who study Geography want to become
geographers. In Geography, there is an emphasis
of integration of humanities and natural science
subjects. This integration not only develops
students’ global vision, but also equips them with
knowledge and skills useful in various occupations.
In the curriculum of secondary education in Hong
Kong, the subject of Geography is most closely
linked to earth sciences and geology. Students
who study Geography are taught about rocks and
naturallandforms. Apart from earth sciences, there
are many fields of study and occupations related
to Geography, including mapping, geographical
information, careers as geologists of the Civil
Engineering and Development Department,
land surveying and employment at the Highways
Department. However, these are not the only paths
of further education or employment for students
studying Geography. Other opportunities include
transportation, logistics, commerce, the hotel
industry, tourism, environmental conservation
and town planning. Fundamental knowledge
acquired in the study of Geography equips
students for further development of their talents
and utilization of such talents in various industries.
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S1 students visited Heritage of Mei §2 students visited S3 students visited the Coca-Cola Company.

Ho House and joined the workshop. the Registration and

Electoral Office.

History

o Curriculum design and characteristics

The subject of history enables students to
understand developments of Hong Kong,
China, Japan, Southeast Asia and the world at
large during the 20th century and the impact of
these developments on the world today. Through
understanding cause and effect, continuation
and evolution, and comparison of similarities
and differences, students will be able to recognize
the longitudinal (i.e, chronological) and
transversal (i.e, spatial) relationships between
these developments. Students will also be able
to re-evaluate history based on interpretation
of different historical materials. Through this
process, they will be able to contemplate the
impact of their role, thoughts and beliefs, and
learn how to appropriately view historical issues
and events.

P. 60

S3 History provides linkage to the topics
“History and Economic Development of
Hong Kong” and “Contemporary China”
covered in the junior secondary General
Studies curriculum. Students will be given
an overview of global conflicts in the 20th
century, such as the First World War, Second
World War and the Cold War. This provides
them with a preliminary understanding of
Hong Kong, mainland China and the world
at large.

The senior secondary History curriculum is
designed in accordance with requirements
of the HKDSE examination. Students will
learn about main developments in Asia and
the world in the 20th century. The studies
develop their global vision, enable them to
understand various factors driving historical
developments in the 20th century, and equip
them for dealing with challenges in the 21st
century.
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The “Changing” and “Unchanging” Senior Secondary Liberal Studies

Ms. Chan Wing Sum

The school was established 30 years ago. In the early days, Civic Education was provided as an independent
subject. With subsequent curriculum integration, General Studies was launched as a subject in the junior
secondary curriculum. Its syllabus covers Economics, Business, Accounting and Financial Studies,
Geography, and History. As the development of junior secondary Liberal Studies has matured over time,
the school has also launched Liberal Studies for Advanced Supplementary level. In 2009, Liberal Studies
became one of the four compulsory subjects under the new senior secondary curriculum.

With more than 20 years of experience in junior secondary General Studies, the school has a solid
foundation for educating senior secondary students in the subject. In the early days of establishing Liberal
Studies as a subject in the senior secondary curriculum, the school received plenty of support from the
Education Bureau in various forms, such as regular workshops. The article below describes how the subject
of Liberal Studies has established its foothold within the “changing” (ie, the trend of new senior secondary
curriculum reform) and “unchanging” (ie, the tradition of bridging between junior General Studies and
senior secondary Liberal Studies) environment, facilitating continued subject development and better
learning.

“Unchanging”
— Continuation of Tradition “Overview of Subject Development”

(1) The beginning: Junior secondary curriculum integration

Junior secondary General Studies provides a foundation
for Liberal Studies in the senior secondary curriculum.
To understand senior secondary Liberal Studies, it is
necessary to first understand the subject in the junior
secondary curriculum. As mentioned above, the school
actively implemented Civic Education in the early days.

With subsequent junior secondary curriculum integration,
B VI MO 0 Beien S iealissi oy ses ool the subjects of Civic Education, Economics, History
launch inter-schools debating competition regularly. and Geography were integrated into Liberal Studies as
one subject. In the junior secondary curriculum, Liberal
Studies is a compulsory subject for S1 and S2 students. For
S3 students, Liberal Studies is not an independent subject
but covers four subjects namely, History, Geography,
Economics, and Business, Accounting and Financial
Studies. This integration aims at laying a foundation of
relevant knowledge and capability for their studies in
Geography, Economics, History, and Business, Accounting
and Financial Studies in the senior secondary curriculum,

and also to develop multiple intelligence of students.

The former Chief Secretary for Administration’s Office, Furthermore, cross-subject collaboration enables students
the Honorable Mrs. Anson Chan gave a lecture related
to Hong Kong Democratic development to senior form
students.

to use English as a medium of instruction, thus enhancing

their English proficiency. P. 67



(2) Development: Bridging between junior and senior secondary curriculum

General Studies curriculum emphasizes development of awareness about current affairs, enhancement of their
personal development and interpersonal relationships, strengthening of their understanding of political and
economic developments in Hong Kong and developments in mainland China, as well as enhancement of their
ability to conduct projects. The junior General Studies and senior secondary Liberal Studies curricula are closely
linked in terms of the development of knowledge, attitudes and skills.

The development of Liberal Studies has reached maturity. Since 2009, the school has been invited by the Education
Bureau to participate in the Professional Development Schools (PDS) Scheme. Under the PDS Scheme, the school
has been recognized as a Professional Development School and invited to advise partner schools on the bridging
between junior and senior secondary Liberal Studies curricula and improvement of teaching efficacy. We have
also shared our experience in “Debate Class” and “Independent Enquiry Study” with other schools on multiple
Changing’ - The Changing Environment” below).

«<

occasions (details on teaching demonstrations in the section on
Last year, the school was invited by the Curriculum Development Institute (CDI) to introduce our classroom
teaching on module 1 of CDI Liberal Studies Curriculum and school-based “Independent Enquiry Study” at 3
sharing sessions. In the sharing sessions, we shared how the official curriculum document published by the CDI
was effectively integrated with school-based teaching materials, and how the “textual analysis method” was applied
in school-based assessments. In the early days of establishing the Liberal Studies , the school also collaborated
with the Department of Cultural Studies of Lingnan University to jointly develop the curriculum and evaluate the
impact of senior secondary Liberal Studies on both teachers and students.

Collaboration with external professional bodies contributes significantly to the school’s optimization of bridging
between General Studies and Liberal Studies curricula. It also facilitates professional development of subject teams
and improves teaching efficacy.

“Changing” - Establishing a Foothold in a Changing Environment
(Teaching Demonstrations)

(1) The origin: Project learning in junior secondary curriculum

As described above, one of the goals of General Studies is to develop students” multiple intelligence, particularly
in project learning. In the General Studies curriculum, students learn different methods of collecting information.
S1 students learn about information collection during field trips. Field trips to the local community, Central and
Sheung Wan increase their understanding of Shan King Estate as well as the rich colonial history of Central and
Sheung Wan. For S2 students, the “textual analysis method” is employed as the main tool to examine controversial
issues in Hong Kong.

The itineraries of field trips to Central and Sheung Wan are designed based on group discussions among students.
The field trips enable students to experience the history of Hong Kong by walking along the streets of Central and
Sheung Wan and by visiting various historical buildings. In view of the trend in digital learning, tablet computers
and apps have been used in field trips to Central and Sheung Wan in recent years to enhance teaching efficacy. In
S2, students are required to conduct an in-depth analysis on a selected topic. The analysis spans 1 semester and
requires students to collect materials from various sources on a topic based on their interest. The key to success
lies in the collection of quality review articles so as to effectively portray controversies, which is closely linked
to “Independent Enquiry Study” in the senior secondary curriculum. The “entry level” for S2 provides students
with a preliminary experience of school-based assessment in the senior secondary curriculum, thus laying a solid
foundation for progression in their studies. Furthermore, the topics of study are related to quality of life in Hong
Kong, which enrich students’ knowledge and skills.
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The above teaching arrangements enable students to grasp the use of tools for information collection
in the junior secondary curriculum, preparing them for school-based assessment in “Independent
Enquiry Study” in the senior secondary Liberal Studies. At the same time, Project learning in junior
secondary curriculum focuses on fostering active learning and attention to social developments and
trends.

(2) Development: “Independent Enquiry Study” in senior secondary curriculum

“Independent Enquiry Study” in the senior secondary curriculum initially adopted the approach
practised in the Advanced Supplementary Level for Liberal Studies, requiring students to employ
various methods of information collection such as surveys, interviews and field studies in accordance
with curriculum guideline recommendations. However, after the first HKDSE, it became apparent
to teachers and students that there was a significant discrepancy between efforts and rewards in
“Independent Enquiry Study” The school, therefore, introduced the “textual analysis method”
advocated by Mr. Wong Chi Kin, the teaching consultant of the Education Bureau.

As described above, students are required to choose a topic of interest for a 1-year in-depth analysis.
The key to success is the collection of quality review articles that analyze the opinions of supporters
and opponents, so that controversies can be portrayed effectively. This model is commonly used as
framework for public examination questions that ask students to desgribe whether they support a
certain notion. The use of this model in Independent Enquiry Study; therefore, kills two birds with
one stone — students are able to grasp current affairs and trends in Hong Kong while building a strong
foundation for questions in public examinations. Over the past 5 years, students chose a wide range of
topics for their Independent Enquiry Study, incliding Solid waste disposal in Hong Kong, the quota
for independent mainland Chinese travellers, and controversies surrounding the issue of land use.
il iderable benefits in both knowledge
and skills. Furthermore, this new model requires less teaching time than the previous one, and the

Through in-depth studies of various topies,

time saved enables more efficient teaching arrangements in terms of curriculum content and written
assessments. At present, the “textual analysis method” is not commonly used as a tool for “Independent
Enquiry Study”. However, as “Independent Enquiry Study” becomes increasingly oriented towards a
more practical and structural approach in 2017, the “textual analysis method” is expected to become
a mainstream tool. In Liberal Studies, capable students are encouraged to use other information
collection tools alongside this method to stand out from the rest.

In the school’s 10th anniversary magazine published 20 years ago, veteran teacher Mr. Chung Man Kin
wrote the following concluding remarks: “In a subject that continues to revolutionize, the horizons to
be explored are extensive. Whether or not this will bear fruit depends on the training of an adequate
number of curriculum developers. The curriculum reform currently being undertaken for the subject
is equivalent to a valuable workshop on school-based curriculum design. Every participating colleague
will become a developer of school-based curriculum.” Twenty years later, Mr. Chung’s words remain
words of gold for the subject. “How to identify the path forward and establish a foothold within a
‘changing’ and ‘unchanging’ environment” will be an issue worthy of contemplation.
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Physical, Arts, Cultural and Life Education

My. Lau Sau Ming

Developments and achievements

It has been the school’s focus to foster all-rounded development of students, particularly in the areas of sports and
arts. In line with the Hong Kong Arts Development Council’s advocacy of the “One Art for Life” concept, the “One
Sport & One Art for Life” programme was implemented at the school in the 1996-97 school year. In addition to
the regular junior secondary sports and arts curriculum, various activities are organized under the “One Sport &
One Art for Life” programme, which enables students to pursue continuous learning and develop lifelong hobbies

in extra-curricular sports and arts activities.

Universal development in sports is fostered

not only through the “One Sport & One Art for Life”

programme, but also dedicated training of students with
outstanding performance. Elite school athletes,ﬁ(irill be
recommended to receive training at the Hong Kﬁng Sports
Institute or relevant sports associations. S{gme of these
athletes have become full-time athletes, representmg Hong

Kong in international competltlons At §h€ A51an Games ; =
in Incheon, for example, our alumni Wu Lok Chun, L‘%}w o
Cheuk Him and Cheung Tsun Yue competed in cyc}fﬁ'

badminton and water polo, respectively. Liu Kai Surfizand=:

Liu Wan Hin, siblings educated at the school, competed

in dance sport at the Tianjin East Asian Gamﬁg‘ Whlv\\‘};

alumnus Law Leong Tim competed in trlathlon At the first
Youth Olympic Games in Singapore. Also representmg
Hong Kong in numerous overseas competitions were
alumni Tsang Sin Kei (squash), Chiu Lai Yung and Chan
Wing Kwan (basketball), Yeung Pak 'Kin and Man Ka
Hing (judo), Yu Shek Lung-(Kurash wrestling), Law Ka
Long (football) and Chan Pak Hei - an alumnus who
was recommended to receive training at theé Manchester
United Football Club, UK, through his participation
in the first Jockey Club Elite Youth Football-Camp and
was a former member of the Sun Pegasus football team.
Athletes in Hong Kong sports teams who are studying at
the school include Lau Hei Man (volleyball), Sham Wang
Yin (lawn bowls), and Chan Cheuk Yiu (tackwondo). The
school’s sports teams have performed well in inter-school
competitions. The most outstanding performance has
been in dance, swimming, squash, basketball, lawn bowls
and badminton, in which the school’s teams have received
awards in numerous inter-school competitions. Every year,
students of the school are awarded the A. S. Watson Group
HK Student Sports Awards.

Besides, interdisciplinary learning activities
in arts have been implemented for junior

v secondary:students in recent years. S2 students
_produce music videos or micro movies as group

- “projects, while S3 students take part in fashion
wudesign. Whats more, Culture and Arts Variety

Shows are organized on a regular basis. In the
new senior secondary curriculum, the module

of- “other ' learning experiences” provides

. arfwopportunity for the school to promote
S, L
9“arts development’, enabling the school to

incorporate “arts development” into the regular
curriculum. This integration has resulted in an

ﬁg&_ﬁswn of arts and cultural education from the
junior to the senior, which can make students
continue, broaden and reinforce the knowledge
they have acquired in junior forms. In line with
the school’s emphasis on traditional Chinese
culture, “arts development” has been renamed as
“(;ultiii‘e and Arts”. With elements of traditional

<arts ineluded in the subject, students are able to
choose ceramics, dance, music, fashion design,
drama, photography and photo development, as
well as computer animation as fields of study to
broaden their horizons.

LAW Cheuk Him, Hong Kong Badminton Team
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The school also organizes a Sports, Arts and Culture
Week, providing a platform for students to showcase
their talents through lunchtime activities and
weekly assemblies. Each year, students are organized
into teams to participate in competitions and
performances, such as Inter-school Dance Festivals,
Music Festivals, Drama Festivals, fashion design and
video production. With outstanding performance,
these student teams have won numerous awards. Two
students with outstanding performance are appointed
by the school annually as “School Arts Ambassadors”
They not only promote arts education within the
school, but also participate in workshops and open
competitions organized by the Arts Development
Council. Cheung Wing Sum and Tse Kit Ying, for
example, have won championships in double jazz
dance at the Hong Kong Open Dance Contest.;Tsang
Ka Yi is taking after-school dance courses at the
Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts,~while
Lee Ho Long took a Physical Theatre Courseat the'
London Academy of Music and Dramatic Arf; :

during previous summer holidays. F_.h

Taiwan Culture, Arts, Technology and | Careehs
Education Tour

The school organized its first “Taiwan Culture and.

Arts Tour” after the final examination in the 2013=
2014 school year. The tour was designed spéciﬁcally
for students with a deep interest in visual arts and
dance. Nine students in the jazz dance class and 17
students in the visual arts club were led by;3 teachers
to conduct culture and arts field trips and learn
dancing in Taiwan. In addition to visiting popular
destinations, the tour also visited arts museums
such as Ju Ming Museum, New Taipei City Yingge
Ceramics Museum, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Glass
Museum of Hsinchu City and Treasure Hill, Taipei
Artist Village. The trip broadened students’ vision
and provided an opportunity for them to experience
local arts and culture. In the evenings, students in
the dance club learned different types of dance such
as Hip Hop, Top Rock, House, Breaking, Waacking
and Lyrical jazz at the Dance Soul Studio, a famous
street dance school in Taipei. The intensive training
opened students’ eyes on various dancing skills,
boosted their creativity, and developed their sense
and appreciation of dance as a form of art.
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Apart from subsidies from the Communit
Fund, students with financial difficulties ca
receive financial assistance from the schoc
financial supportallows students with such diffi
to extend their learning overseas, broader
vision, and break new grounds in arts develo

The “Taiwan Tertiary Education and C
Exchange Tour” was organized in the 2014-15
years with additional elements of technology,
and tertiary education incorporated. Apari
students in dance and visual arts clubs, st
studying in Information and Commun
Technology and those studying Music also toc
The tour visited arts and creativity institutes in
as well as famous scenic spots, while train
street dance continued in the evenings. Studer
visited local technology exhibitions, exchange
ZhongHua Chinese Orchestra, and visited
National University of the Arts and Shih
University. These visits enabled students to
information on tertiary education in Taiw
“earlier planning of their further studies and c

Conclusion

To celebrate the school’s 30th anniversary, a

& Arts Development Fund” has been estal
unders Physical, Arts, Cultural and Life Edu
and the brochure “All-rounded Development.
for Excellence” has been published. Furthe
the “Tin Ka Ping Athletes Hall of Fame”,
Ping Outstanding School Teams” honour chz
“School Arts Ambassadors” overview have bee
at the school’s Cultural Square. Such arrang
are to recognize students with outst:
performance in sports and arts, encourage st
to utilize their potential and strive for excelle
looking up to those elite school athletes. The
has made continuous efforts in fostering all-rc
development of students. Our wide range
activities and a well-structured curriculum
students to be in touch with arts continuously
learn and participate in arts. This develops sti
creative thinking and is in line with our m
strive for excellence in learning culture.
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The Joy of Reading

Mr. Chow Wing Leung

Library overview

The library of Yan Oi Tong Tin Ka Ping Secondary School opened
in 1987 - the same year the school was founded. Initially, the library
was small with limited services and facilities and a collection of only
slightly more than 1000 books. In 2004, the library was expanded to
a floor area double that of the previous size, with the addition of a
Teachers’ Resources Centre, Self-learning Centre and Life Planning
Room. Services offered have become increasingly diversified.

Apart from regular borrowing and exhibition of books, access to
various newspapers and magazines is also available at the library,
providing students with opportunities to acquire diverse knowledge.
Also available at the library are internal past examination papers,
public examination past papers and reference books, which best
equip students for forthcoming examinations. In Self-learning Centre
and Life Planning Room, students can access printed and online
information about tertiary education and employment. The library
also provides photocopying, binding and lamination services. On
school days, students can study or read in the study zone, or use the
computers and audio-visual equipment in the Students” Self-learning
Centre to facilitate learning.

Following its expansion, the library’s collection has increased to more
than 40,000 items. The collection covers science, literature, history,
social science, language, spirituality, project reports, CDs and DVDs.
The library is undoubtedly an ideal venue for learning and reading.
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Reading

Reading is a source of knowledge, an
accomplishment and a form of art. It
is a habit developed in youth and an
attitude of life that every youngster
should have. Students, however, find
it hard to juggle their schoolwork with
extracurricular activities and various
trainings. With the growing popularity
of computers and mobile phones, they
have even less time or willingness for
reading.

The school, therefore, has provided
students with more opportunities for
reading through an array of platforms
and activities. Efforts have also been
made to deepen and broaden students’
reading. For junior secondary students,
S1 reading lessons, reading assemblies,
reading scheme, mandatory reading
materials for Chinese Language and
English Language as well as a reading
ambassador scheme are implemented.
For the entire school, morning reading
sessions are scheduled on Tuesdays
and Thursdays, while a reading club,
reading gatherings, parents’ day book
fair and a book-crossing corner are
also in place.

(1) SI reading lessons

It has come to our attention that most S1 students already had a
reading habit developed when they were in primary school. To
sustain this good habit, the school has scheduled one class session
in the S1 timetable for teachers to teach reading skills and share
reading tips since the school year 2008-20009.

There are 4 main objectives in the S1 reading lesson:

a. Sustain a positive reading habit

b Promote the culture of extracurricular reading

e Broaden and deepen students’ reading coverage

d Widen students’” horizon and prepare them for the

334 senior secondary curriculum

S1 reading lesson is conducted in each teaching cycle, with 6
cycles comprising 1 module. In each class, each module is taught
by a teacher with a strong interest and rich experience in reading.
The teacher-in-charge for each module chooses a book based on
his/her personal preference and forte. This book, which will be
read by students in the class, has to be uncommonly accessed by
students yet worthy of reading. Through discussion, sharing, film/
video viewing and reading guided by the teacher, students will
obtain an in-depth understanding of the content of the chosen
book as well as its writing style and the messages conveyed by the
author.

The S1 reading lesson is expected to achieve 4 main learning goals:

a. to boost language proficiency

b to build knowledge foundation

C. to develop thinking abilities

d to enhance personal accomplishment

(2) Morning reading sessions

We believe that developing positive reading habits in students is beneficial for their quest of knowledge in
various disciplines as well as their academic studies and personal accomplishment. That is why the school began
implementing morning reading sessions in weekly assemblies on Tuesdays and Thursdays several years ago.
These reading sessions allow all teachers and students to read in silence.

(D) Tuesday morning English reading sessions (Reading is Power)

Certain publications (such as Anthology) and English language newspapers (such as SCMP) were previously
designated as mandatory reading materials with favourable response. To encourage reading of a wider variety
of quality English language materials, English Language teachers have started selecting and writing articles in
recent years. Each article contains 10 sets of vocabularies, phrases and sentence structures for students. After
reading, students are required to answer a question asking them to express their opinions and utilize their
creativity based on the content of the article. This design achieves the purposes of “application of acquired
knowledge” and “combination of reading and writing” in language learning.

J£.01



(I)  Thursday morning reading sessions
(1)  Self-selected reading materials

Students can read books borrowed from the school library or public libraries or bring their preferred
reading materials (in Chinese or English) for reading during the morning reading sessions.

(2) Thematic articles

Teachers of each subject, committee and department provide thematic articles as reading materials
for students. These articles are selected based on activities being organized at the school or recent talk
of the town. In the “Mathematics and Science Week” co-organized by the Mathematics and Science
teams, for example, the teachers involved printed articles related to the principles and making of
“paper aeroplanes” in line with the theme of “aerodynamics” The articles provided students with
basic understanding of aerodynamics and prepared them for the finale of the “Mathematics and
Science Week” - the “paper aeroplane flying competition”

When the issue of committing suicide among schoolchildren was in the limelight, teachers of the
Counselling Committee prepared inspiring and touching articles for students to reflect on the
meaning of life and empower them with positivity.

(3) ‘Read to Share’ on video

The Principal, teachers and reading ambassadors select a book they like and introduce the book
through vivid photos, illustrations and verbal commentary. The switch of static text into lively and
captivating images has made these videos a popular means of book introduction among teachers
and students.

The idea of filming ‘Read to Share’ videos has also facilitated inter-departmental collaboration.
For example, Student Radio has provided full technical support in video and audio recording as
well as post-production. In collaboration with Career Counselling Committee, the videos last year
featured a series of books on self-understanding, time management'“and}'dream chasing, which

became popular among students. \




(III)  Parents’ day book fair

The parents’ day book fair is a
major annual event organized at
the school. In the 3-day book fair,
book publishers showcase more
than 10,000 books on various
topics in Chinese and English
at the school hall. The event has
recorded high attendance by both
parents and students, with book
sales increasing year after year. This
reflects the importance of reading
to parents and the love of reading
among students.

Apart from widespread support by
the parents and students, success
of the event is attributed to the
financial assistance provided by
teachers and the school.

The “book voucher scheme” was
introduced several years ago to
encourage students to purchase
good titles and enable students
to understand the importance of
reading as advocated by the school
and teachers. Under the scheme,
teachers purchase book vouchers
as awards for students who excel in
different aspects such as academic,
conduct and services. The book
vouchers purchased by teachers
are partially subsidized by the
school. Each year, book vouchers
" “worth more than HKD 10,000
are purchased under the scheme,

\rf' - reflecting the con;erted effort

ade by school and teachers alike
to promote leisure reading.

(IV)  Book-crossing corner

Originated in Europe, Book-crossing is a reading activity based on
the concept of “book sharing”. Participants label their books and
place these books at popular public venues (called ‘book-crossing
points’) for book enthusiasts to bring them home. After reading,
the book will be placed at any “book-crossing points” once again
for the next avid reader, so that the tantalising aroma of the book
continues to waft through the air.

Book-crossing is different from libraries - no library cards are
needed, nor are there fixed return dates or overdue penalties. “Book-
crossing points” provide a platform for good titles to continue
inspiring others. The spirit of “freedom in reading” and “shared
reading” allows unlimited sharing among book lovers.

The school’s “book-crossing corner” is located at the Cultural
Square. In its early phase, more than 100 books, primarily donated
by the Principal and teachers, are available. Book donors are invited
to sign and write a message on specially designed bookmarks to
share their reasons for donation and reading tips. It is likely that the
bookmarks are able to motivate book-lovers or the receiver’s desire
to read and enhance the book’s retention value. The book-crossing
activity is going to be carried out in 3 phases:

Phase 1 Students can choose any book of interest at the book-
crossing corner for reading at the school or at home. After
reading, the book must be returned to the bookshelf. The
books can be kept as long as students wish.

Phase 2 Students can choose any book of interest at the book-
crossing corner. After reading, they can choose to return
the book or keep the book as a personal collection.

Phase 3 Students can choose any number of books of interest at the
book-crossing corner. If they want to keep the books after
reading, they must donate an equal number of books for
further “book-crossing”
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